publication department at the Mayo Clinic and seems to be generally accepted by most writers and editors.
In the field of medical writing a condition is considered "rare" when fewer than 200 cases have been reported in the world's literature. After 200 cases have been described the condition is considered uncommon but no longer "rare." Scientists have an obligation to report and journals have an obligation to publish any case that is "rare."
The case report should be well-documented with the detail of clinical findings, results of examination, gross and microscopic photographs and the clinical course. With the passage of time and the accumulation of published cases, characteristic pattems become apparent which eventually can lead to full understanding and the development of an optimum treatment of the condition.
There are two other legitimate reasons for the publication of a case report in addition to its rarity. One is to demonstrate a new feature previously unreported. A new diagnostic test, a new clinical observation or a new treatment provide legitimate reasons for a case report of an uncommon condition. A second and sometimes more difficultto-justify reason for the periodic publication of case reports is to review the most recent developments and to remind the physicians of an important but seldom-seen condition.
In any event, the purpose of scientific publication is to inform and educate the reader by providing information of value. JACK L. PULEC, M .D.
Editor-in-Chief
The Ear, Nose and Throat Journal ENT Journal" April 1993
